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A i r  C a r s i e r  
& 

A t  t h e  tim of  t h e  acc iden t  h e r i c a n  A i r l i n e s ,  I n c ,  ( h e r e i n a f t e r  
referred t o  as R m r i c a n ) ,  a P e l n l a r e  corTorat ion,  !vas o p e r a t i n g  as an 
a i r  c a r r i e r  u.ndr;r a cer t , i f ica t ,e  of p u b l i c  convenience m d  n e c e s s i t y  
and ar! a i r  c a r r i e r  o p e r s t i n g  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  both i s s u e d  pursu-ant t o  t h e  
Civ i l  Aeronaut ics  k t  of 193G, as amended, These c e r t i f i c a t e s  author-  
i z e d  t h e  cornou.at,ion to eneage i n  a i r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  v i t h  r e s n e c t  t o  ' 

persons,  pi*o!-jerty arid mil betveen v a r i o u s  p o i n t s '  i n  t h e  IJnited S t a t e s ,  
i n  c l  uding C l e w  land ,  Columbus, Dayt on, C inc inna t i ,  Lo uisvi  l l e  , Kashvi l l e  
and ! h i p h i  s . 

\ . .  

Fl iRh t  Personnel  

The crew 0 f . f l i gh . t ;  63 c o n s i s t e d  of Dale F. Dryer, can ta in ;  
V I i l l ~ i a m  J. Brand., f i r s t  o f f i c e r ;  and Margaret  A .  J e v e l l ,  s ter iardess .  
Cantain Robert  Alden Gay, ennloyed by American, was r i d i n g  i n  t h e  jump 
s e a t  as a non-revenue nassenger  on t h e  s u b j e c t  f l i g h t ,  

Caiitain Dryer,  age 37, vas employed by American as an a i r F l a n e  ' 

mechanic M y  27, 1.931. Re vas assigfied as f i r s t  o f f i c e r  Ju ly  9, 1934, 
and AS c a n t a i n  ? . Y : i - i l  I-, 1938. I-Ie he ld  an a i r l i n e  t r a n s p o r t  ? i l o t  cer -  
t i f i c a t e  vi t ,h  .?i.ul.ti-engi.ne land,  900-2700 h.v,  r a t i n g s .  !le had accu- 
mulated spproxi.r.:a.tel.y 7923 f l y i n ?  hours ,  6726 o f  vh ich  v e r e  r ih i l e  i n  
t h e  employ of !meri.can, and about 3.000 on DC3 and. DST equipment, He had'  
f l ovn  appro,ximately 250 hours  i n  t h e  three"  months preceding  t h e  acc iden t ,  
His last .  physical e x m i n a t i o n  r e ?  u i r ed  by Civ i l  P A i r  Regula t ions  was 
accomplished A?ril 7, 1943. The da te  of  h i s  l as t  f l i g h t  over  t h e  s u b j e c t  
r o u t e   as October  9, 1943* 
las t  monthly rou te  q u a l i f i c z t i o n  r e p o r t  on October 3, 1943. 

He had h i s  la 'st '  ins t rument  check and h i s  

F i r s t  G f f i c e r  Brai-d, aSe 29, he ld  a comnercial  p i l o t  c e r t i f i c a t e  
?crith s ingle-engine laiid, 0-330 h ,p . ,  f l i g h t  i n s t r u c t o r  and ins t rument  ' 
rn t , ings .  lie '.-:as eq7lo:red by Ancrican as a stuclent p i l o t  on Senternber 15,  
1942, and was ass igned  as f i r s t  o f f i c e r  December 21; .1942, 
accuriul.at.ed apy,:-o:cirzately 11+70 h o w s  of f l i g h t  t ime,  about, 776 of which 
were vh.ile i.n t he  c ry loy  of  American. 
eouiprrwnt -:as 703 hours ,  
Civi.1. 

Re had 

His t o t a l  f l p i n g  t ime on DC3 
H i s  l a s t  p h y s i c a l  exanj.nation rec .u i red  bv 

:*ki;ulations was accomplished I;ugust 19, 1.943, 

S teunrdess  ; in rgnre t  1:. cTe:~~.7el-l hcld been i n  t h e  employ of  rmerican 
s i n c e  hlnrch 15, 191,3, =and vas . a s s igned  as ste7vardess on !.lay 18, 1943. 

The L i r c r a f t  

Thc n l - r c r a f t ,  T'C 16ons, 1:rns a Douglas ,DC3-G102, trrin-enTine passen- 
8c:r p lane ,  se:-ial 1'0. l 5 8 G ,  and h x l  been fl.ol-rn a t o t a l  of 17,771+ hours ,  
The t ime flovm since i t p  Inst,. major  O V C . ~ ~ I F ~ - U ~ .  vias. 6895hou1-s.. 
mz;hfncture rrns c o y ) l c t e d  b;. t h e  Douglas A i r c r a f t  Co!nnany, I n c ,  , on 

Its . 
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General 

~dashville t o  1,:e:nFhis. Overcast  Lo broker, c louds ,  ceiJ i r ,g  1000 t o  
20gd nzar  i i a shv i l l e  w i th  i n t e r x i t t e n t  l i g i i t  r a i n  westr:ard t o  
Jacks Creek, Cloudiness;t1!ill c l e a r  raplal;. Jack ' s  Creek t o  

' Iiernphis. Cloud tops  near  7000. 

Upper i';inds a n d  T e n p e r a t w e  

l a s h v i l l e  t o  T:znphis, 2000 t o  4.000 f e e t  - north-north:.;est 25 t o  

n o r t h x e s t  30 t o  35 lil.p.h., t enpe ra tu re  40 t o  35 degrees ,  10,000 
f e e t  - west-northwest 35 m.p.h. , t x i p e r a t x r e  30 degrees ,  

c:.p.h,, ter;,l;eratur-e 55 t o  45 degrees ,  6000 t o  ECOO f e e t  - wind 

Sequence Yea t h e r  9 e p x t s  

The n e a r e s t  a i rways .weather  r epor t ing  s t s t i o n s  t o  t h e  scene  of tne 
crash c e r e  !!ashville and Jacks Creek, Tennessee. 
t hose  s t a t i o n s  were a s  fol1ov:s: 

lO:3O 3.1'. S a s h v i l l e  . I n s t r m e n t ,  l?sasur?d 900, c v e r c a s t ,  v i s i b i l i t y  
8 ;;Ales, l i g h t  r a i n ,  sea level pressure 1013.5, t m p e r a t u r e  40, dew 
p i n t  30 ,  c3r:d 'KC,- l G ,  l i g h t  g u s t s ,  a l t i i e t e r  s e t t i n g  29.92. 

The r e p o r t s  made by 

_I 

l O : 3 O  ?.!.I. Jacks Creek. UriliInited, s c a t t e r e d  c iouds  a t  7000, v i s i b i l i t y  
€3 miles, SGL l e v e l  p re s su re  1016.0, te:!?erztwe .37, dem p o i n t  35, wind 
Xi 9, clltirxter s e t t i n g  33.01. 

1l:Of) 3.;:. !:ashville. I n s t r m e n t ,  I -easwzd 830, overcas t ,  v i s i b i l i t y  
8 nii les ,  l i g h t  r a i n ,  tezipr;ra+,ure 40, deiv p o i n t  3 8 ,  r5nd  XI;: 16, l i g h t  
g u s t s ,  a l t i w t e r  s e t t i n g  29.90, 

11:33 ?.:!. J:;cks Creek, 2nlicij.t?d, scatttl--z ,LLd c l o x ? s  a t  5000, v i s i b i l i t y  

,/i,,i; 9, a l t i m e t e r  s e t t i n g  3O.OO. 
ti 1.. : . . i les,  se:i l.;.vel pressure lQ16.3, te:n?erc?ture 37, dew p o i n t  35, vcind 
-. .?.I 
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believe t h n t  t he  d r p l a n e  vns circling, a s  t h e y  heard the  en@e no i se  
i n t e r m i t t e n t l y .  
from 1.1300 p.m. t o  11.:39 p.m, was u m s u a l l y  and ex t remely  s p o t t y  in .  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l P r  area.  
e i t h e r  r a i n h g ,  slent, irq:  o r  snov!iin& o r  a combination o f  trvo of t h e  
t h r e e  condi t ioyis ,  5n  the neighborii:bod of  t h e i r  homes. Two o f  t he  
wi tnes ses  be l i eved  t h a t  , t h e  ,pi lo4;  might have been expe r i enc ing  mme 
engine t r o u b l e .  

The f l i g h t  was f i r s t  observed approaching t h e  v i c i n i t y  frcm t h e  

It 5s  apparent  t h a t  the weather on t h e  sub jec t  evening 

A l l .  but  one o f  t h e  iv i tnesses  Z p e e d = t h a t  it was 

n&th&a& and con t inu ing  southves t  a t  an a l t i t u d e  of  approximately 500 
f e e t ,  by a wi tness  who r e s ided  j u s t  south o f  Highway No. 100, 44-4/10 
road  miles southv:est o f  Nashvi l le  and approxjmately 8 miles nor theas t  
of t,he Scene o f ' t h e  acc iden t .  
i n  r a n i d  succession over a pe r iod  approximated a t  four  t o  s ix  minutes  
by t h e  19 other  w i t n e s s e s  l i v i n g  i n  a r e c t 3 n p l a r  a r e a ,  t he  l o n g  a x l s  
of which i s  qpproximately 12 mi l e s ,  running  northeast-southwest  and 
w i t h  a s h o r t e r  a x i s  of approximately 45 miles. 
witnesses t o  the  a c t u a l  descent  o f  the a i r c r a f t  t o  t h e  ground; hmrever, 

statement,s are be l i eved  v e r y  probable  as  these  w i t n e s s e s  l i v e d  v i t h i n  
a radj.us of t h ree -qua r t e r s  o f  a mi l e  from t h e  scene of  the a c c i d e n t . ,  
One ivi tness ,  a care t2ker  who r e s i d e d  on t h e  Grahm !. irport ,  Graham, 
Tennessee,  :;t,?ted t h a t  he r e t u r n e d  home about 9:30'on t h e  evening o f  t h e  
a c c i d e n t ,  'He 
I was conscious of heavy r a i n  . ou t s ide  . . , 1 es t ima te  t h a t  it yias a few 
miniites a f t e r  eleven o ' c l o c k  2n:hen I g6t t o  bed. 
I cannot m y  e x a c t l y  how long ,  I heard  the  sound o f  a i rp l aEe  engines .  
The sound camt: .and went and gzve me the impression t h a t  t h e  a i r p l a n e  m s  
c i r c l i n g  somevih~re j.ri thc? d i s t a n c e .  I l a y  i n  bed and l i s t e n e d  t o  the 
sound f o r  four  o r  f ive  minutes .  The sound viould fade and then  r e t u r n  
and then  fade aga in  . , , I .had made up my mind t o  go l ook  a s  soon a s  
I heard i t  aga in ,  b u t  I d i d  not  hear  the sound of  the  motors  a p i n ,  
r e . p l a r l y  hear t hc  sound o f  t r a n s p o r t  p l z n e s  c r o s s i n g  my home arid the 
sound of  t,hg motors  u s u a l l y  remains v l t k i n  the range  o f  my h e a r i n g  about 
t k o  minutes.  Thc faclj.nF and r e t u r n i n g  sound Yyhich I have desc r ibed  above 
was so diffc!rc:nt from the  u s u a l  sound o f  an a i r p l a n e  c r o s s i n g  overhead 
t h a t  I pa id  more a t t e n t i o n  t o  it t han  usua l .  
t h e  
(Grnhgm . f i r ? o r t  i s  an  emergency l m d i f i g  f i e l d  d i r e c t l y  on the  course 
b e j q  .Elom by Fli.pht 6 3 . )  1 am swe t h a t  I h2ard t h e  sound of i t s  
motors  f o r  a lonp-er time thi!n I v:ould hPve i f  it had been mere ly  
p a s s i n g  ovurliead . . . . Ships f l y i n ?  ovc?r my house u s u a l l y  p a s s  it 
w i t h i n  P h a l f '  m i l e .  The aS.rpl.;!nc 1 h a r d  Friday evcning v:as not ,  i n  my 
opin ion ,  t.h-.t c l o w  t o  th(2 house. My cs t ima te  i s  that,  it v a s  fivs or 
s ix  miles a i ~ y . ~ ~  I k  s t : i t ed  thr:t,  all of  t h e  c?ir.port> l i g h t , s  'were burni.ng 
when kid cnrcc! homc 2nd t h a t  ;:.lien he m s e  th? f o l l o r i n g  morning, s h o r t l y  
a f t c r  fi.vc: 0 '  c lock ,  t he  Subsequant 
co i ivc rwt ion  l~L~:~.:cii  the v:itnc?ss 2nd i n v e s t i p t o r s  of  the  B o ~ r d  ro- 
vcR1ed th:.t i n  his opin ion  t;ho f'll@~t rlzvcr d id  g e t  R S  fr+r v a s t  as 
Grxhnin. 
o f  Crahxn. )  

The f l i . ch t  was then  heard o r  obscrved 

There were no knom eye- 

' sever21 v i i tnesses  s t a t e d  t h 2 t  t hey  d i s t i n c t l y  heard the  impact .  T h e i r  

stDted i n  p 2 r t  t,ha<, I tshortr ly  a f t e r  I cme i n  the house 

S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  

1 

It was my b e l i e f  t h a t  
nirpl;.ne mi.ght be i n  t r o u b l e  and \?;as s ea rch ing  f o r  Graham Field.  

: ! i rport  l i c h t s  r-'re s t i l l  burning.  

1 (Thi: sc:no of t h c  a c c i d e n t  i s  ,?pproxjm?tcly L+F miles due e a s t  . . .  
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, Ariotlier xitnc?:;s, Vi,Llo l i v e d  abcu t  t h ree -qua r t e r s  of a m i l e  from t h e  
scene  of tklz accidi:::t, stn%:$ci, 1'1 hear airplcrnes  pass every  day . . . . 
I heard plane m r 5 1 ~ z ~ t  af t1;c house c i r c l i n g  . . , . and i t  c i r c l e d  i n  
s a m  place ,  I went back t o  kec! and j u s t  then t h e  p lane  passed n o r t h  of 
my house golirig east,, I savc b i g  l i c h t a  on, s h i n i n g  bright. It was just  
above the tirnbe.:r, -;;e l i v e  in t h e  hcllow . . . . -;,?hen I  sa^: i t  f i r s t  i t  
was coming down 3 r d  ~ : ; 7 : 3  coning fast , ,  
l and ing  just, be€ore he ~ u l l e c  'UYJ . . . . A f t w  pass ing  t h e  house I saw 
t h e  p l s n e  p u l l  ~ : g  I 'ast. It souridecl l i k e  i t  turned  t o  s o u t h e a s t  . . . 
about; 200 os 303 j rarc is f r m  r.y nause. 
riiotors -;!!:en p,ln!;c pull.ect up. 
u!: qid 5-11 a t .out  5 minute t h e  no i se  of  t he  motorb s topped ,  ahen  nq i se  
of mutu:*s stoi>j>ed I thougilt k id  CrtiSlied, I y e n t  t o  t a c k  of house 
and looked i;o:::arcl e a s t  t o  see i f  I could see an;. plane,  b u t  could see 
none. I t h c l q h t  p lane  was 011 ground b u t  ny wife s a i d  she s m e t i m e s  heard 
then  go over ::nd no i se  s t o p  ;;.hen p3.ane passed over  t h e  h i l l . f l  

He m.8 coning do,m l i k e  he -+as 

Couldn ' t  t e l l  a n y  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  
I r a n  ou t  on f r o n t  porch when 2l.ane n u l l e d  

I 

Care fu l  co::sideration w s  given  t o  r e p o r t s  t h a t  a f r e e  barrage 
ba l loon  cr ;I cable-cor.frol1e.l ba l loon  o f  some type  vas observed n e a r  
Grar,t, rrerlnessee, C:I October 13, aRd a l s o  one t h a t  was r e p o r t e d  seen  on 
t h e  morning of OctGber 16, about  tx-o miles sou th  of Berry F i e l d ,  
Kashville, ,  Silch d e r e l i c t  balloon:; could c o n c t i  t u t e  a r e r i o u s  nazard t o  
a n  q i r c r L f t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  n i y h t  3r darini; ir,strunient weather ,  The 

probable  c o w s c  and t!ie t ine and 1;:lzce of t h e i r  r e c o v e r y  ms  thoroughly  
i n v e s t i g a t e d  arid t h e r e  v;ere 110 i n d l c a t i o n s  t h a t  e i t h z r  of them could 
have bzen i n  thz v i c l n i t y  of t h e  a c c i d e n t ,  , 

, h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  t ime ar?d p l a c e  d t h e  escspe of t h e s e  tvco ka l loons ,  t h e i r  
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v i b r a t e d  ~ O G X  nhm he inc reased  h i s  r,p,m.' A l l  but one of t h e  o t h e r  
f l i g h t s  r,efcrrcd t,o r epor t ed  1i-gk.t rime i c e ,  some exper ienc ing  i.t on 
t h e  aiq.1.ane and windsl-,liel.c?., * 

On Saturtiny, ?!arch II, 19lcl+,'the publ-ic hea r ing  on t h e  s u b j e c t  
a c c i d c n t  vas reopened zt ?:e7,-! York, N, Y,' i n  order t o  t a k e  t h e  tes t imony 
of tmcr i can ' s  r a d i o  operators who were on duty  a t  Rashvi l le - ,  Tri-City, 
Fo r t  "7crth m d  licxpl-2.s a t  thi:  t h e ' o f  t h e  acc iden t ,  and from ylhont 
d e p o s i t i o n s  hac! alreac1,y been taken ,  
t h a t  t h e  radio messqc: t h e y  h e a r d  about 11:17 pornr vias coming from 
Fligk't 63 b u t  only one vas ~ : e 1 1  enough acquain ted  w i t h  t h e  voice  of 
Captain Dryer t o  be p o s i t i v e  t h a t  he had done t h e  t r a n s m i t t i n g ,  
o t h e r  t h r e e  o p e r a t o r s  could no t  i d e n t i f y  t h e  vo ice ,  "Wo of  the 
o p e r a t o r s  coul.d ryot r e c a l l  any words of t h e  message o t h e r  t!ia t h e  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n : ,  
i n  t h e  message, wh i l e  one be l i eved  he remembered some p a r t  of t h e  
message vihich inc luded  t h e  word r l c o n t r o l t l  o r  " c o n t r o l s  I t  

All of  t h e  ' o p e r a t o r s  wwe p o s i t i v e  

. .  
' The 

Or,e hac! t h e  i n p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h e  word r r icer I  was inc luded  

, 
From the testimony of t ? e  r a d i o  ope ra to r s ,  it was apparent  t h a t  a l l  

of thcm heard t h e  niessage be ing  broadcas t  from F l i g h t  63 i n  a versr r a p i d  
and g w b l e d  f a s h i o n  and i n  a h i g h  exci tec!  p i t&,  
t h e  f o u r  stn ' t ior,s  wers i n  o rde r ,  

T h e . r a d i o  logs  of a l l  

1.. The accidei:t cccu r red 'nea r  C e n t e r v i l l e ,  Tennessee, about 
ll:17 pcmo on Cctober 15 ,  1.9b3, and r e s u l t e d  i n  f a t a l  i n j u r i e s  t o  six 
revenue passengers ,  t h r e e  nenbers of  t h e  crew, and one a i r l i n e  captain 
who ~i'iis r i d i n g  as a non-revenue passengeru  

, 
2.' A i x r i c m ~ s  FILght 63 o r i g i n a t e d  i n  Cleveland, Ohio,  w i t h  

Pdernphis, Tennessee, as F t s  f i n a l  d e s t i n a t s i c n ,  It depa r t ed  from 
1L'aslwil.le a t  lr",:48 p , I R ~ ,  hzving been c l e a r e d  t o  Xemphis, w i t h  L i t t l e  
Rock, !z%&nsas, as an a l tc : rn? te  des t inFkion ,  i n  accordance w i t h  company 
proccdi.ire 

3 b  lit t h e  ti.me o f  t h e  acc iden t ,  h e r i c a n  he ld  c e r t i f i c a t e s  of 
pub l i c  convc:lij.c.rice and n e c e s s i t y  and an a i r  c a r r i e r  o p e r a t i n g  c e r t i f i -  
ccztc nu tko r i z ing  it t o  conduct t h e  f l i g h t ,  Both c e r t i f i c a t e s  were 
c u r r w t l y  effcct . ivc> 

!+ b Cq;'x!Lri !-pa- x i d  First C f f i c e r  i3rand h e l d '  proper  c e r t i f i - -  
cat(-:s  t,o ~ ~ ( ~ r f ~ r r n  t h i r  ciutics on t .hc  s:;b j e c t  flight,, 
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7. Two +a y ra (3 i. o c cmwni r, c\ .t, i on had a ?pa r e  l i t  1 y be c- n s c? t i s f a c t o r y  

u n t i l  n b w t  1.1 :lr? p,E, i*!h(??> t!ie f l i g h t  in: ' . t iated a r a d i o  contact, t o  
Memphis, sik:'Lc!I Iy;:i:jJ C X C C ~ : ~ ~  fsr its Td.e;It<Lf i c a t i o n ,  u n i n t a l l i g i ' u l e ,  

* 
_ .  a. The rreat,"lcr f o r e c a s t  by t h e  U:nii;ed S t a t e s  ! ;ea ther  E u ~ e a x  in- 

dicatcd t h a t  icin)? c o n d i t i o m  could be expccted over  the r o u t e  above 
t h e  t3;)0<3-foot l e ~ d  bu t  such cond i t ions  were n o t  a n t i c i p a t e d  by the 
Weather h x a u  t,elow 6900 f e e t ,  
t empera tures  above 9300 f e e t .  

' 

American's forecas t ,  i n d i c a t e d  f r e e z i n g  

9. From t h e  radtosonde obse rva t ion  nade a t  Yasht-ille a t  l l : @ O  p.n. 
the f r e c z i n ; ?  tci;lpnlqatlltneS a c t u a l l y  extefidecl upuard from aSout 2200 f e e t ,  

3.0. Tho a i r c r a f t ,  a l t h o i q h  i n  a n  airworthy c o n d i t i o n  p r i o r  t o  the 
acc iden t ,  was Rot equipped v:i th v i n q  o r  propell .er  de- icers ,  





Fi l e  IJo. 4.8GB-lt3 
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